
Ignoring near ly every object ion we raised with them over the past  18 months,  the Department
of Planning Industry and Environment (DPI&E) has lodged its  recommendation with the
Independent Planning Commission ( IPC) to approve an appl icat ion from Hanson Austral ia  to
bui ld a  huge concrete batching plant on Glebe Is land.  

In the past ,  the Planning Commission has fol lowed DPI&E recommendations about 80% of the
t ime,  unless there has been widespread community objection to a proposal  they are
considering.

In i ts  recommendation,  the DPI&E just if ies i ts  assessment as being in the publ ic  interest ,
despite thousands of  objections  by way of submission on the EIS and a pet it ion sent to
Parl iament with over 1000 s ignatures.

NOISE.  The Hanson plant wi l l  make a lot  of  noise when operat ing.  The exist ing Hymix plant
(100% owned by Hanson)  in Bank Street near the Fish Market makes a huge amount of  noise,
and their  proposed Glebe Is land plant wi l l  be larger and therefore nois ier .

Noise wi l l  a lso come from ships berthed and Glebe Is land Berths 1 and 2.  Their  proposal  is  for
120 large ships unloading sand,  gravel  and other materia ls .  Those ships wi l l  run their  engines
day and night  causing s ignif icant noise and pol lut ion.  
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IF SO, DO
NOTHING.

IF NOT, THIS IS
YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO LODGE
A PROTEST WITH

THE IPC

THE MAJORITY OF RESIDENTS IN PYRMONT AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS DO NOT
WANT THE HANSON PROPOSAL TO GO AHEAD, FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS



Hanson says they wi l l  fol low the “Port  Noise Protocol”  set  by the NSW Port Authority
(NSWPA) from January 2021.  We have lodged formal  protests that the al lowable noise
levels  in that protocol  are far  too lenient  so c lose to a residentia l  area.  Nor does the Port
Authority do much about i t  i f  a  ship exceeds those high levels .  A letter  or  phone cal l  to the
owners,  a  s lap on the wrist ,  nothing else.  In the past  ten years there is  no record of the Port
Authority having taken any ship owner to court  or  securing a f ine or a convict ion.  In other
words,  they are a toothless t iger .

DUST. Look at  the Hymix plant and see the large amount of  cement dust i t  emits .  Go to
their  Enf ield plant and you can see dust on the surrounding houses and streets .  Over the
past f ive years ,  Enf ie ld Counci l  has issued many breach notices to Hanson for  noise and
dust offences .

AIR POLLUTION .  On top of the vis ible dust ,  concrete plants emit  s ignif icant gases and
other invisible part ic les into the air .  Ships moored at  Glebe Is land run their  engines 24/7
and emit  s ignif icant part ic les of  PM2, a substance which causes great concern to the World
Health Organisat ion.

24/7 OPERATION .  Hanson is  request ing and the DPI&E has recommended they be al lowed
to operate 24 hours a day 7 days a week .  Is  this  what we want so near to the place we l ive?
What happens to the ”quiet  enjoyment” residents are entit led to and expect? 

SIGHTLINES.  The Hanson plant would be almost as high as the exist ing Cement Austral ia
s i los ,  obliterating the sightl ines to the iconic ANZAC bridge .  Do we want our views of a
beautiful  br idge to be obl i terated by a factory? 

TRUCK TRAFFIC.  The proposed plant wi l l  cause a huge increase in heavy truck traff ic .
Upwards of  3000 trucks a day or 21,000 trucks* a week wi l l  be dr iv ing in and out of  Glebe
Is land,  on top of the hundreds of  addit ional  trucks each day servic ing the s i los at  Cement
Austral ia  and the MUF. 

Al l  of  these trucks wi l l  have to use James Craig Road,  the only road in and out of  Glebe
Is land and wi l l  add instant overload to the new road infrastructure around the Anzac Bridge
and WestConnex,  not to mention substantia l  a irborne pol lut ion to the inner west .  

 

*N.B: the truck figures are taken from the Hanson EIS submission, and another EIS from Concrete Australia to double its volume in the next 12 to 18 months.
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Add to this  the trucks and buses going to and from the White Bay Cruise terminal  when
cruise ships start  again,  and you have a recipe for s ignif icant traff ic  congest ion and gr idlock
in peak hours.

GLEBE ISLAND PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE.  Recently we have seen the Bays West Strategic Plan
which includes restorat ion of the old Glebe Is land swing br idge to provide a pedestr ian
walkway and cycleway.  We understand this  plan has the support  of  NSW Planning and Open
Spaces Minister  Rob Stokes.  

I f  this  plan eventuates,  those pedestr ians and cycl ists  wi l l  be passing within a few metres of
a noisy,  dusty,  a ir  pol lut ion emitt ing concrete batching plant .  How can that be tolerated or
permitted? What wil l  that  do for  the health of  pedestr ians and cycl ists  wanting to exercise
in fresh air?  How can the Minister  support  the pedestr ian and cycl ing br idge and also permit
a concrete batching plant to be bui l t  on Glebe Is land?

Please do not stand back and think “there is  nothing I  can do”.  There is  certainly something
you can do.  

Here's  how you can help:

AS A SPEAKER. The IPC is  holding a Publ ic  Meeting as i t  considers the DPI&E
recommendation to approve the Hanson proposal .  You are encouraged to register  to speak.
Here is  the login:  

https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2021/04/glebe-is land-concrete-batching-plant-and-
aggregate-handl ing-faci l i ty-ssd-8544 

Speakers are l imited to 5 minutes each,  so you wi l l  need to have a few points ready.  You do
not have to take the whole 5 minutes.  One or two points made succinctly wil l  have
excel lent impact.  P lease include local  and personal  impacts in what you say – the
Commissioners want to know how this  would affect you and your family personal ly .  The
more personal  and local  references you include the better .

FEATURE

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT THIS?
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https://www.ipcn.nsw.gov.au/projects/2021/04/glebe-island-concrete-batching-plant-and-aggregate-handling-facility-ssd-8544


OUR DEMANDS

IN WRITING.  Using the pr ior  l ink,  you can log onto the IPC website and lodge a written
protest .  

Here are some guidel ines to help you write in:

1.  Using the points pr ior ,  or  anything else which concerns you,  write a short  letter  to the
IPC.  I t  does not matter whether you write one paragraph or two or more.  The key thing is
that you register  your concern.

2.  The more personal  references you can include the better .  How would the Hanson plant
on Glebe Is land affect you and your family? 

3.  Please keep your letter  short  and to the point .  Select  a few points from the l ist  pr ior  and
summarise your concerns.  

4.  Include your name and address where appropriate on the website.  Anonymous protests
are worthless.

To make an impact ,  we need more than 200 written protests ,  and as many speakers as we
can f ind.  I t  is  not important how long or short  your letter  is .  The fact  that you are
concerned and take the trouble to write in,  or  to speak,  is ,  is  what matters.

Please share this  with any of your fr iends who l ive in Pyrmont or nearby suburbs and wi l l  be
impacted i f  the Hanson plant is  approved.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r ,  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  w w w . d o n t w a s t e g l e b e i s l a n d . c o m . a u

SAVE THE EARTH

FEATURE

PLEASE TAKE
ACTION TODAY

THE DEADLINE IS 9
MAY
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